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By Alison Fensterstock

Music Rising, the initiative founded in 2005 by U2's the Edge, music producer Bob Ezrin and Gibson Guitar chairman and CEO Henry Juszkiewicz,

announced Friday that it has partnered with Tulane University for a $1 million program focused on the study of New Orleans and Gulf Coast music.

According to Music Rising, the curriculum it has worked to develop and implement will provide a "permanent, comprehensive and definitive" study of

the musical heritage of the region. The curriculum will be made available to other institutions via web and print materials.

Music Rising was founded in 2005 as a response to the threat Hurricanes Katrina and Rita posed to New Orleans and Gulf Coast music communities.

The charity has raised money to provide instruments to displaced musicians, as well as school and church-based music programs. Its partners include

the Guitar Center Foundation, the Mr. Holland's Opus Foundation, Musician's Friend, MusiCares and the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund, among many

others.

Tulane anthropology professor Nick Spitzer, founder of the American Public Media radio program American Routes, has worked closely with Music

Rising to develop the curriculum. It will incorporate field and studio recordings made by American Routes, as well as resources from Tulane's Hogan

Jazz Archive and Maxwell Music Library, and will eventually be adapted to elementary and high school educational levels.

"Tulane University is the perfect partner for this venture. From their Music and Humanities departments, which are world-renowned to Nick Spitzer's

American Routes and the amazing archives that they have built over the decades," said Henry Juszkiewicz. "Now, all of these departments and

disciplines will be engaged in a historical collaboration in creating this amazing course of study. We are very proud that Gibson Foundation could play

such an integral role."
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